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On September 28, 2015, the Ministry of Education announced changes to the School Act to 
provide additional Non-Instructional Days to support implementation of the redesigned curriculum.  
In 2015/2016, two (2) days were provided to facilitate this process.  In 2016/2017 and 2017/2018, 
one (1) day is to be used to support the implementation of the new curriculum. 
 
For 2016/2017, the original draft calendar had the Implementation Day as May 19th, however, 
there were requests from teachers, staff and parents to change the date to February 14, the 
Tuesday following the Family Day Monday. 
 
The reasons why the committee wants to shift this Non-Instructional Day to February 14 are: 
 
1. Having the day in February allows for more time in the school year for teachers to put into 

practice any strategies and lessons that they learn and develop from the Non-Instructional 
Day. 

 
2. For Secondary Schools, the second semester is longer than the first semester (93 days 

compared to 89 days), so moving the day to the first semester is not feasible, as it would make 
the semesters too disproportionate.  (The Ministry of Education has already set the 
Government Examination schedule, which ‘sets’ semester timelines.) 

 
3. Advanced Placement examinations occur in May, and the placement of a Non-Instructional 

Day in May could cause a conflict. 
 
4. This year, we have attached one (1) of the Non-Instructional Days to the Family Day weekend, 

and it seems that many parents enjoy having a ‘4 day weekend’ without their children missing 
instruction. 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
There are many factors that go into creating the school calendar and many of these are 
determined by external determinants such as, stat holidays, number of instructional hours, etc.  
In order for you to understand how the calendar is determined, here is some background 
information. 
 
‘Days off’ school during the school year are either Non-Instructional Days or Professional 
Development Days, and teachers are entitled to five (5) Professional Development Days 
throughout the school year by contract. 
 
In our School District, our teacher’s union has agreed to hold three (3) Professional Development 
Days in August.  Most School Districts throughout BC have all five (5) Professional Development 
Days during the school year.  In School District No. 23, we have two Professional Development 
Days in the school year, one (1) in October (usually the 3rd or 4th Friday of the month) and one 
(1) in February (usually the 3rd Friday of the month.)  The October Professional Development 
Day is one that is Provincially recognized with many conferences and Specialist Association 
activities, and the February Day often has many Regional activities and conferences available. 
 
As well, the Ministry of Education allows School Districts to have one Non-Instructional Day to be 
used as an “Implementation Day.”  This day occurs in the fall, and in School District No. 23, for 
the past few years, we have had it on the Friday before Thanksgiving.  This day is planned by 
school administration, often with collaboration and support from the school’s teaching staff. 


